Promises of God
Monday, August 21
Read 2 Samuel 7:18–29
Then King David went in and sat before the Lord, and he said:
“Who am I, Sovereign Lord, and what is my family, that you have brought me this far? And as if this
were not enough in your sight, Sovereign Lord, you have also spoken about the future of the house
of your servant—and this decree, Sovereign Lord, is for a mere human!
“What more can David say to you? For you know your servant, Sovereign Lord. For the sake of
your word and according to your will, you have done this great thing and made it known to your
servant.
“How great you are, Sovereign Lord! There is no one like you, and there is no God but you, as we
have heard with our own ears. And who is like your people Israel—the one nation on earth that
God went out to redeem as a people for himself, and to make a name for himself, and to perform
great and awesome wonders by driving out nations and their gods from before your people, whom
you redeemed from Egypt? You have established your people Israel as your very own forever, and
you, Lord, have become their God.
“And now, Lord God, keep forever the promise you have made concerning your servant and his
house. Do as you promised, so that your name will be great forever. Then people will say, ‘The Lord
Almighty is God over Israel!’ And the house of your servant David will be established in your sight.
“Lord Almighty, God of Israel, you have revealed this to your servant, saying, ‘I will build a house
for you.’ So your servant has found courage to pray this prayer to you. Sovereign Lord, you are God!
Your covenant is trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant. Now be
pleased to bless the house of your servant, that it may continue forever in your sight; for you,
Sovereign Lord, have spoken, and with your blessing the house of your servant will be blessed
forever.”
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond
God, thank You for the fulfillment of Your promises in Jesus. Help me reflect today on what it
means that You have been faithful to the promises you made to King David so long ago. Fill me
with hope and give me the grace and strength to love generously and freely. Amen.

Tuesday, August 22 | For Us Who Believe
Read Romans 4
What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, discovered in this
matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but not
before God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”
Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an obligation. However, to the
one who does not work but trusts God who justifies the ungodly, their faith is credited as
righteousness. David says the same thing when he speaks of the blessedness of the one to whom
God credits righteousness apart from works:
“Blessed are those
whose transgressions are forgiven,
whose sins are covered.
Blessed is the one
whose sin the Lord will never count against them.”
Is this blessedness only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised? We have been saying that
Abraham’s faith was credited to him as righteousness. Under what circumstances was it credited?
Was it after he was circumcised, or before? It was not after, but before! And he received
circumcision as a sign, a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still
uncircumcised. So then, he is the father of all who believe but have not been circumcised, in order
that righteousness might be credited to them. And he is then also the father of the circumcised who
not only are circumcised but who also follow in the footsteps of the faith that our father Abraham
had before he was circumcised.
It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the promise that he would be
heir of the world, but through the righteousness that comes by faith. For if those who depend on
the law are heirs, faith means nothing and the promise is worthless, because the law brings wrath.
And where there is no law there is no transgression.
Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of
Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He
is our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls
into being things that were not.
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had
been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” Without weakening in his faith, he faced the fact that
his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years old—and that Sarah’s womb was
also dead. Yet he did not waver through unbelief regarding the promise of God, but was
strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, being fully persuaded that God had power to do
what he had promised. This is why “it was credited to him as righteousness.” The words “it was
credited to him” were written not for him alone, but also for us, to whom God will credit

righteousness—for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. He was
delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our justification.
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond
God, thank You for Your many promises fulfilled in Jesus. Thank You that in Him, I am forgiven
and freed. Thank You that You are working in me today, in this very moment, to transform me so
that I can walk in Your ways and love others with the generous love of Christ. Amen.
Wednesday, August 23 | Wisdom for Those That Ask
Read James 1:2–12
Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you
know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that
you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask
God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. But when you ask,
you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and
tossed by the wind. That person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Such a person
is double-minded and unstable in all they do.
Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. But the rich should
take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. For the sun rises with
scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. In the same way,
the rich will fade away even while they go about their business.
Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive
the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond

God, thank You that You promise to give wisdom to anyone who asks. I long for wisdom in the
decisions that lie ahead of me, in how to love my family and friends well, and in how to best live out
all You have called me to be and do in this world. Fill me with Your heavenly wisdom. Amen.
Thursday, August 24 | A Rich Welcome
Read 2 Peter 1:3–11
His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of him
who called us by his own glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his very great and
precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness,
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance,
godliness; and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. For if you possess these
qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind,
forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, refers here to believers, both men and women, as part of God’s
family make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these things, you will
never stumble, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond
God, thank You for the invitation into Your kingdom and presence through Jesus. I pray that You
would continue to help me deepen my knowledge of You and cultivate my faith. Help me live as
Jesus did through the power of Your Spirit. Amen.
Friday, August 25 | Life Eternal
Read 1 John 2:18–27

Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now
many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. They went out from us, but
they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have remained with us;
but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.
But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. I do not write to you
because you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the
truth. Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the antichrist—
denying the Father and the Son. No one who denies the Son has the Father; whoever acknowledges
the Son has the Father also.
As for you, see that what you have heard from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will
remain in the Son and in the Father. And this is what he promised us—eternal life.
I am writing these things to you about those who are trying to lead you astray. As for you, the
anointing you received from him remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as
his anointing teaches you about all things and as that anointing is real, not counterfeit—just as it has
taught you, remain in him.
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond
God, thank You for the promise and the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ. Help me to live in
the truth of that promise and not to lose hope. Keep my eyes fixed on You and protect me from
anything that might lead me astray. My hope is in You alone. Amen.
Saturday, August 26 | The Full Measure of Joy
Read John 17:1–19
After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:
“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. For you granted him
authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is
eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent. I have
brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. And now, Father, glorify me in
your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began.
“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them
to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes

from you. For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with
certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. I pray for them. I am not praying
for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. All I have is yours, and all you
have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. I will remain in the world no longer, but
they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your
name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. While I was with them, I
protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one
doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.
“I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have
the full measure of my joy within them. I have given them your word and the world has hated them,
for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. My prayer is not that you take them
out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I
am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the world, I have
sent them into the world. For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond
God, fill me with the full measure of joy that Jesus Himself carried within Him. Protect me from the
evil one and make me Your new creation. Transform my thoughts, my words, and my actions so
they reflect Your grace, truth, and love. Amen.
Sunday, August 27 | Everything New
Read Revelation 21:1–8
Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away,
and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I heard a loud voice
from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the people, and he will dwell
with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them and be their God. ‘He will
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the
old order of things has passed away.”
He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”
He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the
thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the water of life. Those who are victorious

will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my children. But the cowardly, the
unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the
idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second
death.”
Reflect
•

What promise(s) do you see in today’s passage? What hope do you see in today’s passage?

•

Reflect on how that promise or the hope reflected might relate to your life right now.

•

What desire or prayer does the promise in today’s passage evoke in you?

Respond
God, thank You that You are making everything new and that a day is coming when there will be no
more suffering, pain, tears, or death. Peace will prevail. Love will rule. Life will reign. Every broken
part of me and of this world will be healed and restored. May it be so!

